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In considering whether the child and family are ready for reunification, the child welfare 

professional, while working with other professionals, should consider, at a minimum, the following 

factors for each of the listed individuals. As you discuss the considerations during the workshop, add 

to the points in the areas provided. 

 

The Child Victim: 

 

➢ Generally resolved acute symptoms associated with victimization 

➢ Expresses a genuine and reasonable desire for contact with the perpetrator 

➢ Understands that the perpetrator is solely responsible for the abusive behavior 

➢ Is able to effectively and openly communicate needs and concerns 

➢ Clearly understands personal boundaries 

➢ Recognizes concerns with secrecy 

➢ Feels safe and reassured 

➢ Can recognize potential warning signs of abuse 

➢ Developed a personal safety plan 

➢  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

➢  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

➢  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

➢  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

The Perpetrator: 

 

➢ Identified and modified cognitive distortions, consistently demonstrated the absence of denial, 

minimization, justification, or externalization of the abuse 

➢ Demonstrated and continues to demonstrate victim empathy, with a clear understanding of 

the harm caused to the direct and indirect victim(s) and other family members 

➢ Recognizes that the needs and safety of the victim(s) and other vulnerable family members are 

paramount 

➢ Recognizes precursors and dynamic risk factors associated with the abusive behavior 

➢ Developed and consistently uses effective coping skills to address the specific risk factors 

identified 

➢ Presence of an adequate and approved safety plan that thoroughly addresses potential 

concerns within the home and environment 

➢ Consistent compliance with specialized supervision conditions and other externally imposed 

stipulations 

➢ Effective participation in any other required or recommended services (e.g., marital therapy, 

family therapy, parenting classes, substance abuse treatment) 

➢  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

➢  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

➢  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

➢  _______________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Non-Offending Parent: 
 

➢ Resolved feelings and expressions of disbelief, shock, and denial 

➢ Holds the perpetrator responsible for the abuse 

➢ Does not hold attitudes or use statements that reflect victim blaming, minimization, 

justification, or externalization related to the abuse
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➢ Ensures that the child’s emotional and physical well being remain paramount 

➢ Modified any familial structure and patterns that directly or indirectly supported abusive 

behavior 

➢ Consistently protects and supports the abused child and any other vulnerable individuals in 

the family 

➢ Demonstrates assertiveness, effective problem-solving skills, and self-sufficiency while using 

appropriate support systems and external resources 

➢ Understands the range of factors and precursors associated with the perpetrator’s behaviors 

and participates in the perpetrator’s relapse prevention plan 

➢ Works collaboratively with supervision agents, perpetrator treatment providers, and the 

victim therapist 

➢ Takes immediate and definitive actions when any concerns arise 

➢ Complies with recommendations of the child welfare agencies, treatment providers, and the 

courts 

➢ Addressed any personal history of victimization, trauma, substance abuse, or behavioral 

health needs 

➢  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

➢  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

➢  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

➢  _______________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Other Family Members: 
 

➢ Understand that sexual abuse occurred within the home 

➢ Attribute full responsibility for the offense to the perpetrator, without blaming the victim or 

justifying, or minimizing the abuse 

➢ Demonstrate no conspiracy with the perpetrator 

➢ Recognize the significant impact of the abuse on the victim 

➢ Support the victim and others in the home, ensuring a safe environment 

➢ Explore and understand how these circumstances have personally affected them 

➢ Recognize that the Non-Offending Parent or other responsible adult holds the authority and 

power in the home 

➢ Feel safe and confident in the Non-Offending Parent’s ability to protect 

➢ Can identify cues in the perpetrator’s behavior that may reflect increased risk 

➢ Have addressed communication problems or issues of secrecy that may inhibit the reporting or 

risky of abusive behavior 

➢ Are working toward modifying overly rigid or enmeshed boundaries that existed within the 

home in the past 

➢ Adhere to the established rules and limits established by the treatment providers, family 

members, and/or the agency 

➢  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

➢  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

➢  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

➢  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Source: Center for Sex Perpetrator Management (CSOM). (December 2005). Key considerations for reunifying adult sex 

perpetrators and their families. Available at http://www.csom.org/pubs/FamilyReunificationDec05.pdf 

http://www.csom.org/pubs/FamilyReunificationDec05.pdf

